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"Our government is pleased to support projects like this one that provides all Canadians with 
opportunities to learn more about the people and events that have shaped the great country that we 
know today. As this year is the 30th anniversary of the Canadian Multiculturalism Act, we are 
delighted to help create a tribute to the rich heritage of the Sikh community and to the achievements 
and contributions Sikh Canadians have made to this country's growth and prosperity." 

—The Honourable Pablo Rodriguez, Minister of Canadian Heritage and Multiculturalism. 

 

 

"The Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada is excited to continue the journey of sharing Canadian 
history through the lens of Sikh civic and nation-building pioneers and leaders through the Canada 
History Fund. We are proud to share the stories of early Sikh pioneers and settlers and bring their 
voices open to the public. We are also excited to build a virtual Canadian Sikh Heritage Trail." 

—Pardeep Singh Nagra, Executive Director, Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Land Acknowledgement 

 

The history of Sikhs with and in Canada is one that spans over two hundred years. Its takes place on 

Turtle Island, the Traditional Territories and Lands of the Indigenous and First Nation Peoples. Canada’s 

constitutional and legal order recognizes the reality that Indigenous peoples’ ancestors owned and 

governed the lands which now constitute Canada prior to the Crown’s assertion of sovereignty. 

 

The Sikh community of Canada is a proud community that understands and acknowledges its’ history 

with and in Canada is one that is a journey on Indigenous territories and lands. Our goal is to share and 

celebrate Canadian history through a Sikh lens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Background 

 

The Becoming Canadians Eh – The Sikhs, aims to address two primary gaps and needs in both the 

educational sector and larger community. 

 

Through understanding the past, we share the present and celebrate the future. This project fills the 

void of lack of knowledge, discourse, and resources regarding Sikhs and the contribution to Canada’s 

nation building and civic life. It will share stories that have not had their rightful place in the Canadian 

historical narrative. It will assist education institutions in developing an inclusive curriculum and it will 

also empower the Sikh youth through a greater sense of belonging as Canadians. 

 

Becoming Canadians Eh – The Sikhs, pay tribute to the role of Sikhs in shaping Canada’s history. The 

project incorporates three main Initiatives: 

 

1. Canadian Sikh Heritage Trail and National Exhibition 

2. Sikhs in Canada traveling timeline and Citizen Sikh stories, facts & figures publication 

3. Pioneer Voices (audio stories in their own words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Expected Outcomes 

 

The project’s expected outcomes are the development of tools and resources (booklet, web portals and 

APPs), exhibits and lectures to bring to the forefront knowledge, voices and stories that have often been 

ignored, silenced or overlooked, as these will be shared with schools, institutions, organizations and the 

wider community. Connecting and networking will be a key theme for various project partners. These 

speak specifically to and align with the following outcomes, expected results include: 

 

• learning materials and activities related to Canada’s history, civics and public policy are developed; 

• formal and informal history, civics and public policy networks are developed; 

• educators and specialists use new knowledge to promote learning opportunities about Canada’s 

history, civics and public policy; 

• leadership and collaboration in Canada’s history, civics and public policy sectors are encouraged; and 

• knowledge of Canada’s history, civics and public policy is enhanced amongst Canadians. 

 

This project will also build bridges among communities to promote intercultural understanding, 

tolerance, awareness and a deeper respect for the democratic values that we Canadians hold so dear. 

Canadian civic engagement and pride will be cornerstone values that are promoted through the creation 

of interactive resources to educate Canadians and future generations of the sacrifices made by Sikh 

soldiers towards Canadian nation building and global kinship and peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Research 

 

Commencing in the summer of 2018, the Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada (SHMC) through a grant from 

Canadian Heritage (Canada History Fund) began a journey of an ambitious plan to research and 

document the history of Sikhs and Canada and create knowledge, discourse, resources, and leading 

exhibits regarding Sikhs and their contribution to Canada’s history, nation building and civic life. The Hon 

Minister Navdeep Singh Bains officially launched the project and stated “The Government of Canada is 

working hard to promote inclusion as a means of fostering innovation, social cohesion and economic 

prosperity. This funding is just one of the concrete steps we are taking to encourage Canadians to 

embrace their diversity." 

 

The depth and breadth of research also included primary sources including artefacts, transcripts, 

articles, statistical data, and books. Through partnering with many institutions, researchers, historians, 

the SHMC engaged in secondary source research. Together, combined with massive research of their 

own, the SHMC gathered extensive materials and knowledge of the great legacy and impact of Sikhs in 

Canada.  This was evident across Canada with many parks, streets, and schools named after Sikh 

Canadians, and many who have received medal honours for their civic contributions to Canada and their 

local communities. Ultimately, the research led to the creation of a more accurate and inclusive history 

of Canada and the civic contributions towards nationhood. We as Canadians enhance our knowledge 

and understanding of us and our Country when we have a more inclusive and accurate representation of 

our history. 

 

Furthermore, the extensive research resulted in the SHMC tripling the content of the Canadian Sikh 

Heritage trail drawing together over 90 locations and institutions across the length and breadth of 

Canada into one inspirational project. 

 

  



Resources 

 

The extensive research also provided the foundation of a rich repository of educational and learning 

resources. Various resources were created including online as well as in person.  

 

Online included a national Sikh Canadian Heritage Trail, connecting over 11 000km coast to coast to 

coast the history of Sikhs with and in Canada that spans over two hundred years. The Canadian Sikh 

Heritage Trail featuring over 90 locations, provides a small glimpse into the large and long history of 

Sikhs with and in Canada through the exploration of historical figures, treasures and the cultural 

landscape of Canada.  Wherever you are in this great land of Canada, we are sure you will not be too far 

away from some great Canadian Sikh history. Additionally, available online is Pioneer Voices, the largest 

collection of audio interviews with Pioneer Sikhs in Canada telling their story of community and family 

life, civics, history, challenges, struggles, and successes. Pioneer Voices is also available in person 

through our multitouch table and tablets. Also available online and in person is the groundbreaking 

timeline exhibit with original artifacts featuring facts about the link between Canada and Sikhs dating all 

the way back to 1809. Additional exhibits and resources available in person included 10 artefacts 10 

stories spanning over a 150 years of Sikhs in Canada, posters, and the publication of WTF (What the 

facts & figures) featuring over 120  

 

The Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada to date had been limited in its capacity to create official languages 

resources, and generally speaking there is a lack of Canadian Sikh history available in french. One of the 

most important and valuable elements of the Becoming Canadians Eh! The Sikhs project, was the 

creation of French and Bilingual resources again both online and in person. 

 

  



Impact 

 

Through our national exhibition and lecture series (online and in person), the SHMC created discourse 

across the country from sharing the struggles, discrimination, hardships,  resiliency and successes of 

Sikhs in Canada to challenging discussions on Quebec’s Bill 21, to engaging discussions on the 

contributions and great military history of the Sikhs. We also held talks on the legacy of the founder of 

the Sikh faith through his Canadian disciples and shared appealing stories through original historical 

artefacts.  

 

We presented Canadians with new knowledge, historian for Heritage Mississauga, Mathew Wilkinson 

commented, “Pardeep, your knowledge, delivery and passion for the subject was inspiring. I truly look 

forward to learning more, and I do feel a bit ashamed, to be honest, that much of what you touched on 

last night was unknown to me…. truly think it behooves us collectively to have more conversations.” 

Equally, Elizabeth Underhill, Supervisor, Museums and Education with the City of Mississauga shared the 

following… 

 

“Hi Pardeep, 

I am looking at this guide now and as per usual, you continue to blow my mind. What an incredible 

resource. Thank you for sharing it. Thank you also for being so kind and generous with sharing so much 

of your time and knowledge with me in the last 24 hours. You have been beyond brilliant and profound 

in every single moment you have shared, and I feel extremely humbled and privileged to get to work 

with you… Many, many thanks again, Pardeep. My heart is so full. I can’t wait to work together on more 

projects.” 

 

The Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada also invested an extraordinary amount of time and resources 

towards community capacity building, a key feature towards not only sustainability but growth and 

legacy.  We nurtured and enhanced existing relationships, networks, and partnerships and created new 

ones as well, and the impact and results have been nothing short of remarkable.  This included 

supporting Indus Media Foundation to secure funding for heritage projects, assisting Sikhs in Manitoba 

in establishing the Sikh Heritage Manitoba organization, and providing guidance and support to 

associate professor and principal investigator from Mount Royal University, Michael Hawley for the 



Alberta Sikh History Project, and providing funds to Dr. David Gray (Grayhound Information Services) for 

his publishing work on the history of Sikhs in BC which focused on their participation in the community 

of Tod Inlet. 

 

Another example of community capacity building was that SHMC not only shared exhibit materials and 

artifacts, but shared resources so that local communities can build their own assets using our resources.  

This was evident in Alberta where the SHMC hosted a Military event in in October 2018 leading up to 

Remembrance Day in November, and the local organizers then were able to build upon our resources 

and then hosted another exhibit during Sikh Heritage Month in April 2019.  

https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/the-military-museums-opens-exhibit-recognizing-sikh-military-contributions-

1.4363346 

 

In addition to community capacity building, the SHMC worked with local community organizations and 

individuals to get the best results for event outreach and participation. Local rapport and relationships 

were key towards the success of exhibits and talks. 

 

The project has had a significant impact on the landscape of Canadian history across Canada, evidence 

of this impact is shared through the various letters, testimonials and comments provided at the end of 

this document from across Canada and various sectors and organizations including educators and 

students alike. 

 

 

https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/the-military-museums-opens-exhibit-recognizing-sikh-military-contributions-1.4363346
https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/the-military-museums-opens-exhibit-recognizing-sikh-military-contributions-1.4363346


Legacy  

 

Another primary goal of the Becoming Canadian Eh! The Sikhs project was to develop and engage 

learning materials and learning activities with educators and specialists to use new knowledge and 

resources to promote learning opportunities about Canada’s history, civics and public policy through a 

Sikh lens beyond the term of the project.  Many educators and specialist continue to express interest in 

the resources and talks.  This includes Mathew Ramcharan with the Canadian Forces and Maya Sade a 

teacher with the Peel District School Board. 

 

“Good afternoon, Pardeep, Thank you for your talk, Brothers in Arms. I had a chance to watch it 

yesterday.  I especially enjoyed the insight you gave…and I was even more shocked - though very much 

pleasantly so - to see King George in a turban.  

 

These stories are powerful. 

 

It is with this in mind that I want to enquire whether you would consider giving a talk to students at the 

Canadian Forces Language School. Our language program is tentatively running, beginning in January, 

and I am in charge of putting together a cultural schedule for the students. One of the more interesting 

elements of the program is that of introducing the students to the military history of Canada. While we 

are part of the larger Department of Defence, and they do receive briefings on trades and operations 

within the forces, this type of personal touch would provide them with insight into the role of British 

colonies' contributions to the War as well as their representation within the Canadian Expeditionary 

Force. 

 

What I wanted to know is whether you would have interest in telling some of these stories  so that they 

could a) hear about the range of people who fought on behalf of the Crown and b) hear stories that 

they, perhaps, have never heard before. We would be most interested in the connection between the 

Sikh community and the Canadian Forces. “  - Mathew Ramcharan 

 

 

 



“Hello Pardeep, 

I participated in your webinar this evening. Thank you for the enlightening information! I will share this 

widely among my colleagues. 

 

If possible I would love to offer the heritage movie "Promises" as another option for a screening for our 

members. Do you think this might be possible after its release? If so, I would love to offer the idea to the 

committee (Anti-Racism and Equity Committee) for Sikh Heritage Month next year. 

In appreciation of your work and passion.”  - Maya Sade 

 

Another lasting legacy the Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada engaged through the project was working 

closely with the office of MP Sukh Dhaliwal was the establishment of Sikh Heritage Month across Canada 

through the passing of Bill C-376, an act to designate the month of April as Sikh heritage month.  This 

will engage Sikhs and Canadians for decades and generations and support further networks across the 

provinces and territories as they all come on board to celebrate Sikh Heritage Month.  When MP 

Dhaliwal introduced bill C-376 the following was part of his statement: 

 

“I want to recognize the efforts of individuals such as Mr. Steve Purewal of Indus Media Foundation in 

British Columbia and members of the Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada in Ontario. They have done an 

excellent job of collecting artifacts and sharing the history of the many battles Sikhs have fought in and 

the rich history of Sikhs living in Canada.” 

 

https://dailyhive.com/vancouver/april-sikh-heritage-month-canada-sukh-dhaliwal-2019 

Canada first country in the world to declare a Sikh Heritage Month 

“Because Sikh Heritage Month was passed as a bill rather than a motion, the cause will receive support 

from the federal government to raise awareness and organize celebration projects across the country.” 

 

With both the extensive research and the establishment of many critical resource assets, the Sikh 

Heritage Museum will continue to build them up and adapt them into other new resources, this includes 

plans to use selected illustrated images form the book to create a children’s colouring book 

 

Furthermore, our online webinar – Brothers in Arms in partnership with the City of Mississauga has been 

preserved and is a stand-alone presentation resource that continues to be engaged. 

https://dailyhive.com/vancouver/april-sikh-heritage-month-canada-sukh-dhaliwal-2019


As mentioned earlier but something that can’t be stressed enough, the value in the establishment of 

French language Sikh resources cannot be underestimated.  It fulfils a critical need of information and 

resources available in both official languages going forward both within the Sikh community and for the 

wider Canadian community.  

  



Evaluation & Results/Outcomes  

 

Five key areas of measurement will provide a solid qualitative and quantitative framework to measure 

the project results. They Include: 

 

1. 10 Exhibits across Canada and over 20 000 in person participants. 

 

2. Number of reach through traditional Media – The Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada 

received local, provincial, and national media coverage in print and on tv for activities and 

events as part of the Becoming Canadians Eh! The Sikhs Project. The reach through media is 

well over 500 000. 

 

Here is a sampling… 

https://www.mississauga.com/news-story/8797058-sikh-heritage-museum-of-canada-receives-300k-in-

federal-funding/ 

Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada receives $300k in federal funding 

The story of Sikhs in Canada is one of pioneers, pariahs, and parliament, Pardeep Singh Nagra says. 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/winnipeg-celebrates-birthday-sikhism-founder-1.5356603 

Winnipeggers celebrate birthday of Sikhism founder 

 

… Sikh Heritage Manitoba and the Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada teamed up for an exhibition called 

"We Are One," which featured artifacts from the museum, and local art displaying the guru's message of 

Oneness. 

 

…The Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada provided 10 artifacts to the exhibition, which highlight the 

history of Sikhism in Canada. Museum executive director Pardeep Singh Nagra was at the WAG to tell 

people about the significance and history of those artifacts. Nagra said the message of humanity is just 

as true in the 1400s as it is today.  

https://www.mississauga.com/news-story/8797058-sikh-heritage-museum-of-canada-receives-300k-in-federal-funding/
https://www.mississauga.com/news-story/8797058-sikh-heritage-museum-of-canada-receives-300k-in-federal-funding/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/winnipeg-celebrates-birthday-sikhism-founder-1.5356603


"As Canadians, the message of Guru Nanak — to be able to serve, to protect, and to share — is really 

important... to be able to take heed to the message and take responsibility to carry out the legacy of 

Guru Nanak, as Canadians, in our civic life here in Canada." Nagra said. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/military-museums-sikhs-canada-1.4871477 

Military Museums honour Sikhs connected with Canada's military 

Exhibit includes artifacts such as medals, postcards and toy soldiers 

 

…The exhibit includes a number of items lent from the Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada in Toronto. "It's 

fascinating to be able to share original artifacts, postcards, medals, toy soldiers, newspaper articles, and 

other great stories that sometimes people don't know about," said Pardeep Singh Nagra, executive 

director of the Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada. Organizers say it's important to put a spotlight on 

groups that may not always be recognized for their contributions to major events in Canada's past. 

 

https://www.toronto.com/news-story/8999063-racialized-war-stories-are-plenty-but-go-untold-

toronto-historians/ 

Racialized war stories are plenty, but go untold: Toronto historians 

Remembrance Day panel discusses efforts of minorities 

 

There are tons of war stories of Canada’s minority groups, said Pardeep Nagra, the school board’s 

manager of employment equity and executive director of the Sikh Museum of Canada, but few are 

known, including that of his own people. 

 

“People who look like me, most of whom don’t know we served in the war, yet the Sikhs were one of 

the largest per capita serving groups in World Wars I and II.” 

 

https://toronto.citynews.ca/video/2018/11/11/canadian-sikh-boxers-cause-gets-hollywood-treatment/ 

Highlighting Remembrance Day event at the Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/military-museums-sikhs-canada-1.4871477
https://www.toronto.com/news-story/8999063-racialized-war-stories-are-plenty-but-go-untold-toronto-historians/
https://www.toronto.com/news-story/8999063-racialized-war-stories-are-plenty-but-go-untold-toronto-historians/
https://toronto.citynews.ca/video/2018/11/11/canadian-sikh-boxers-cause-gets-hollywood-treatment/


https://montreal.citynews.ca/video/2018/10/19/sikh-soldiers-celebrated-at-calgary-exhibition/ 

Sikh soldiers celebrated at Calgary exhibition 

 

The horrors of the World Wars were devastating for everyone, but not everyone’s contributions were 

recognized because of racism and prejudice. The Sikh community has had a long, sometimes 

uncomfortable, history with the Canadian military over the last 100 years and that story is finally being 

told. Jonathan Muma reports. 

 

3. Number of reach through social media – The Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada relied 

heavily on the outreach of local event and exhibit partners to use and mobilize their social 

media for activities and events as part of the Becoming Canadians Eh! The Sikhs Project. The 

reach through social media is over 115 000. 

 

Here is a sampling… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rN_TNNo74-E (4365 views) 

https://www.facebook.com/JustinPJTrudeau/posts/10159610241475649?__tn__=-R (113 000 views, 6 

300 likes, 750 shares) 

 

4. Exhibit visitor Experience, Lecture Experience, and Social media post comments 

 

While a lot has been shared and more is available at the end of this summary report, here is more 

sampling of some of the feedback received from talks and events of the Becoming Canadians Eh! The 

Sikhs project….. 

 

Right Honourable Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

It is really so important not just for the Sikh community but for all Canadians that we understand the 

extraordinary contributions of the Sikh community...thank you for all your leadership on the Sikh 

Heritage Museum, keep up the great work 

 

 

 

https://montreal.citynews.ca/video/2018/10/19/sikh-soldiers-celebrated-at-calgary-exhibition/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rN_TNNo74-E
https://www.facebook.com/JustinPJTrudeau/posts/10159610241475649?__tn__=-R


Hon Minister Navdeep Singh Bains 

In my riding is an institution that works tirelessly and yes selflessly , to preserve, share and tell the 

stories of Sikhs in Canada, which the Prime Minister has said is the story of Canada. The Sikh Heritage 

Museum has educated and provided inspiration to many people, but especially young people, this is 

why we are proud to have supported them financially 

 

Lieschen Mueller 

This is long long overdue, but better late than never. 

 

John McLane 

I support these men and women and respect them as CANADIANS. Why do we continue to promote 

race/gender identification? They are all Canadians and should be recognized as Canadians side by side. 

 

Arthur Blair 

Long overdue. 83 005 Sikhs died in WWI (France and Belgium) and in WWII (North Africa, Italy, 

southeast Asia, to name a few locales). My uncle fought in North Africa under General Bernard 

Montgomery and later in Italy. At the end of WWII in 1945, he was in the Brenner Pass. He had the 

highest respect for Sikhs as soldiers and as people. 

 

George Biggs Sr. 

I remember back in the mid-80's all the complaint of the Legion when it came to admitting turban 

wearing Sikhs into Legions across Canada. I could never get behind that thinking considering that over 

2M Sikhs fought the Axis for old Mother England during WWII, and a good many of them wore a turban 

into battle. Now if it was good enough for battle, it was good enough for the Legion. 

I am sorry I'm missing this exhibit. 

 

Monisha 

Firstly, Amanpreet and I were so excited to join in on your presentation last night. We both have learned 

so much and it just relit a fire in us to continue our quest for more knowledge on this subject. 

 

 



Elizabeth 

Pardeep it must get boring to hear me say you’re “mind blowing” all the time. 

So instead, please enjoy these remarks from our viewers who also think you are a star, and who’s lives 

you are making such a powerful impact on. 

 

Please accept my thanks for all the learnings you have generously shared with me over the last few 

months. You are truly a powerful force for positive change and it is impossible to resist your enthusiasm. 

I have no doubt that the history of the Sikh community and Sikh Veterans will gain the proper 

acknowledgement, respect and honour across Canada because of the work you are doing. 

Thank you for allowing the Museums of Mississauga to be a small part of this effort. I would warmly 

welcome any opportunity to partner with you and the Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada again. 

 

Simran Kaur 

Thank you so much Veerji. This has been insanely eye opening. We enjoyed watching as a family and the 

children have immediately started googling other facts and statistics. Sparking curiousity in our children 

leads to hunger for knowledge which hopefully results in a strong call to action to. be all that they can. 

be to not only proudly represent their ancestors but to continue to seek the truth about where they 

come from 

 

Michael Hawley 

Pardeep: Great presentation as usual! Always a pleasure to listen to you and the materials you bring.   

 

Gurjit bajwa 

Learned a heck of a lot!   

 

Monisha Randhawa 

-This was an amazing presentation, I definitely learned a lot! I even learned more about Private Bukkan 

Singh. Really cool to see more tidbits on his history and legacy.  

 

 

 



Gurj Rehill 

Thank you very much, can I view a recording as I missed the first 20 mins, viewing from Britain. Please 

visit my Instagram page SikhAntiquePrints which has my collection of postcards and prints. 

 

 Taran Kaur 

Thank you!  This was very informative!  Very inspiring and important information!  

 

Matthew Wilkinson 

Thank you so much Pardeep. Amazing stories to share, explore and remember. Really appreciate 

opening our eyes and minds to stories we should know and remember. 

 

Amaya Sandher 

I just wanna say that I really liked the presentation 

 

Sharan Jandu 

Thank you so much, its been so informative  

 

Kuldeep Kanda 

Thank you Pardeep for always brining forth the untold stories from our rich history.  

 

Krystal Kiran 

Thank you so much for your beautiful insight and knowledge. As a Sikh, it is so important for us to know 

our history. I deeply appreciate this. Thank you, Pardeep. 

 

Harneet Singh 

Thank you so much for such an informative hour! Never learned this in school - it's about time! Can't 

wait to talk to my niece about this!  

 

Sharan Jandu 

My kids (9yr and 8yr) enjoyed as well by listening to all the amazing stories  

 



Karen MR 

Thanks, my Mom has always talked about her Grandfather having gone to WW1 from Jamaica. I'll share 

it with her too. She is watching tonight as well. 

 

Selena Capone 

Originally, I chose this online event for an essay and I found this extremely informative and I’m glad to 

say I learned so much  

 

Raman Kaur 

Thank you! well said - Sikhs are sovereign 

 

Jennifer Walser 

Thank you, Great presentation!  

 

Gurpreet Singh 

Thanks for hosting a great presentation and look forward to the slide deck via email! 

 

TJ Braich 

Great presentation buddy! I made sure my daughter watched it. She was amazed by the facts. 

 

  



5. Summary report of lessons learned, outcomes achieved and best practice 

 

While this summary reports highlights the work and outcomes achieved of the Becoming Canadians Eh! 

The Sikhs, it is important to share a few points of lessons learned and best practice: 

 

Lessons learned/Best Practice 

- Acknowledging Indigenous legacy and presence 

- Community Capacity Building and networks is important 

- Working with and through local community with local experience and contacts and rapport is 

critical for a National Museum like SHMC for outreach and event mobilization. 

- In person contact develops stronger and more accountable relationships 

- Event/exhibit/presentation/talks generated more impact and legacy initiatives from participants 

than all social media posts 

- Having resources in both official languages is beneficial 

- Marginalized stories are not only still underrepresented, they are not known 
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November 25, 2020 
 
Subject: Becoming Canadians Eh! 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am writing to inform you that we have had the great pleasure of working with Sikh Heritage Museum 

of Canada (SHMC) on multiple projects and wholeheartedly support their mission to advance Canada's 

history, civics and public policy through a Sikh lens. By way of background, we are a Punjabi non-profit 

educational organisation that has developed an inclusive Socials curriculum to highlight the significant 

contributions of millions of South Asian soldiers in both world wars as brothers-in-arms with Canada. 

Commencing in 2015, Indus Media Foundation has successfully worked with SHMC to deliver a series of 

national events to provide the Sikh-Canadian community with a more accurate depiction of their 

community's common history and heritage shared with Canada. It is through these events we are able 

to foster deep and effective communication which can empower, encourage, and create change. 

Most recently through the 'Becoming Canadian Eh!' project  SHMC has been instrumental in helping 

shape many facets of our project that strive to engender positive and empowering identities for Sikh-

Canadians. Within the heritage sector, we have found SHMC to be particularly effective in creating 

constructive dialogues that allow us to connect key academic classroom themes to broader societal 

dynamics for the wider community's consumption. In the instances where we have had the privilege of 

incorporating their exhibit materials, including the Sikh timeline and heritage trail artefacts, into our 

events at local High Schools in BC, the response on the part of students has been tremendous. As part of 

our events stream, Indus Media Foundation has been able to expand its own historical primary source 

collections with the addition of SHMC's hard to find antiquities to underpin key themes within world-

class heritage displays that have been unmatched in scale or scope in Canada.  We, therefore, applaud 

SHMC for both fostering new research and creating community assets that will be invaluable to our 

efforts, and those of others,  in engaging a variety of Canadian demographics for many years to come.  

Yours faithfully, 

 

 
Steven Purewal 
Managing Director  
Indus Media Foundation 

 www: IMFC.org 

Indus Media Foundation Canada # 107 -8047 Street, Langley, B.C. ,  V2Y 0E2  

TEL: 604 584 6680 / 778 840 4740 

 

 

 



Dear Madam/Sir,

Re: Becoming Canadians Eh! The Sikhs

Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada (SHMC) has been an instrumental institution in the 

dissemination and high production of Sikh Canadian content for all generations to enjoy. 

Being a native Winnipeger, I enjoy the privilege of being able to visit the Canadian Museum of 

Human Rights in the historic Forks area. My first ever interaction with SHMC content was at an 

exhibition they brought to town titled, “Lions of the Sea,” and it was here that I heard Pardeep 

Nagra speak. For the first time in my life, I got an opportunity to experience the sowing together of 

my Sikh Canadian identity in a complete way, a way that felt authentic, that relayed deep emotion, 

and in a way that filled me with pride. Leaving inspired, a few years later, I would connect with 

Pardeep and together with some local organizers we would go on to found Sikh Heritage Manitoba. 

In fact, at the launch of our organization, we specifically sponsored the “Sikhs in Canada Time-line” 

exhibit from the Becoming Canadians Eh! project which was then housed at the provincial 

legislature for two weeks. Furhermore, we were delighted to host the SHMC  as part of their 

National exhibit and lecture series highlighting Sikh history and the Heritage Trail at our  “We Are 

One” event. 

Our experience working with SHMC has been nothing short of awesome, professional and mutually 

beneficial. SHMC has supplied us with so many resources, which strengthen our local mandate to 

provide content and history to Manitobans. We remain committed to the efforts of the SHMC and 

wish to launch a campaign procuring their hallmark exhibits and resources to make them 

accessible for Manitobans alike. Bravo to the SHMC team, and for their hard work at increasing the 

awareness of Sikh Canadian contributions to Canada through research and creative production. 

You are modern day archivists for a modern day Canada.

Regards,

Parminder Gill 
Public Relations and Content Curation 
www.SikhHeritageManitoba.ca



Re Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada (Becoming Canadians Eh! The Sikhs) 
 
As researcher, historian, exhibit curator, author, and filmmaker with a great interest in 
the history of Sikhs in Canada, I have been greatly impressed by the accomplishments 
of the Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada (SHMC).  
 
The travelling exhibits the SHMC has created as part of the Becoming Canadians Eh! 
project are some of the best I have seen and they are based on rare and important 
physical artifacts, as well as valuable oral history research and family stories. These 
exhibits have been seen across Canada: by the Prime Minister on Parliament Hill in 
Ottawa, at the Military Museums in Calgary, as well as at the Sikh Heritage Museum of 
Canada in Toronto. 
 
I have had the pleasure of travelling with SHMC Director Pardeep Singh Nagra in BC 
while participating in several project events, researching in the Simon Fraser University 
archives, exploring places of Sikh heritage in Vancouver, and distributing books on Sikh 
history in Vancouver and Victoria.  
 
Pardeep is a passionate researcher and collector, always willing to help in related 
projects, and successfully maintaining communication between various researchers, 
museums, and the Canadian public. 
 
On the first day of the 2017 Canada C3 Expedition, a Canada 150 signature project, a 
team of participants from Canada C3 visited the Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada, as 
the first experience of a 150 day experiential journey. The group was given a 
remarkable tour of the exhibit and an impacting presentation on Canadian Sikh history, 
and current issues facing Sikhs in Canada today. This presentation by the Museum 
director, set the tone for the Canada C3 expedition’s theme “Diversity and Inclusion” in 
an impressive educational and emotional manner, which the participants carried through 
the entire expedition. 
 
In my own research and publication projects related to Sikh history in Canada, I am 
always limited by scarce financial resources. The SHMC supported my work on the 
history of Sikhs in BC which focussed on their participation in the community of Tod 
Inlet. This small but significant financial help allowed me to expand my research for the 
presentation of their story in the now-published book, Deep and Sheltered Waters, 
published by the Royal BC Museum in 2020. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
David R. Gray, PhD 
Grayhound Information Services 
3107 8th Line Road, Metcalfe, Ontario K0A 2P0 
(613) 821-2640        email: grayhound@xplornet.com    www.arcticgrayhound.ca   
 

mailto:grayhound@xplornet.com
http://www.arcticgrayhound.ca/


       November 27, 2020 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I have had the pleasure to work with the Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada (SHMC) 
through their Becoming Canadians Eh! The Sikhs Project over the past couple of 
years . 
 
The SHMC is a tremendous educational resource for students, for both the Sikh and 
broader communities, and for scholarly research.  The bilingual SHMC exhibits bring 
to life the untold histories and too often silenced voices of Sikhs in Canada. Many of 
the SHMC exhibits offer hands-on, tactile, and experiential learning opportunities 
that appeal to people of all ages and backgrounds. The work of the SHMC 
underscores the long-standing, wide-ranging, and indelible contributions Sikh have 
made to the nation-building project in Canada.   
 
As one who researches Sikh history in Alberta, the work of the SHMC intersects in 
important ways with the work of other scholars, institutions, initiatives, and 
community organizations across Canada. There is much work yet to be done and 
many more local and national stories to draw out of the shadows of history.  I have 
no doubt the SHMC will continue to play a vital role in this ground-breaking 
historical, educational, and civic work.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dr. Michael Hawley 
Associate Professor,  
Mount Royal University 
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To Whom It May Concern, 
 
We were privileged to host and engage The Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada (SHMC) for two days here 
at LA Matheson Secondary in Surrey, BC, through their Becoming Canadians Eh! project. The work of The 
Sikh Heritage Museum (SHMC) through guest speakers and displays have had an incredible impact on our 
students, our staff and our general community. 
 
The sharing of original artifacts along with the lecture and talks on Canadian Sikh history and heritage 
sites highlighted the great contributions of the Sikh community in shaping and building Canada. and the 
fascinating and rich stories of the pioneers.  The Sikhs in Canada time-line was a huge success among 
students and teachers.   
 
We believe in Mentorship Through Identity, and that is why SHMC through its intersectional lens on 
Human Rights is incredibly vital to a well-rounded and empowering education. Students were able to learn 
and grow with pride of their own culture, and showed growth in their understanding of human rights and 
oppression across interfaith and intercultural realities. SHMC's presence at Matheson helped us 
operationalize social justice and ongoing anti-oppression work our students take on in their own lives, and 
in their community through civic engagement.   
 
We look forward to sharing the invaluable resources that have been created by the SHMC for years to 
come. 
 
Sincerely, 
Intersectional Empowerment  
Unceded Coast Salish Territories of Kwantlen, Katzie, Semiahmoo, & QayQayte peoples 
ANNIE OHANA (she/her Pronouns) M.Ed in Equity Studies 
LA MATHESON SECONDARY 
Aboriginal Department Head 
MustangJustice Program Founder/Director 
Social Justice, Aboriginal Teacher Advocate, Law, Social Sciences, Anti-Oppression/Justice & Equity Curriculum 
Specialist/Community Organizer 
Teacher Sponsor: MustangPrideGSA, Justice Leadership 
Next 100 Years Mentorship Through Identity, Shakti Team, Stand Up To Racism Metro Vancouver,MarchOn, 
IndusMedia, NEVR, OneVoiceCanada, Global Peace Alliance 
SFU Graduate Program Mentor 
Local Representative to the BCTF/STA Rep/ SJ Rep/  BCTF Workshop Developer/Facilitator 
STA Cmtes: indigenous Education, Status of Women, Anti-Poverty, Environmental Justice, International 
Solidarity, Convention, PAPR 
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