Grade 7 Lesson
Plan
1. Lesson Plan Information
Subject/Course: Social Studies
Grade Level: 7
Topic: Media depiction of the coverage of
Komagata Maru incident

Length of Period: 60 minutes

2. Title of Lesson
Expectation(s) (Directly from The Ontario Curriculum):
B1.2 analyse some of the challenges facing individuals and/or groups in Canada
B1.3 analyse the displacement experienced by various groups who were living in or who
came to Canada
3. Purpose- BIG IDEA
Identify and deconstruct biases in media representations of the South Asian immigration
and in coverage of the Komagata Maru incident in Canadian newspapers at the turn of
the century
4. Learning Outcomes








Understand the concept of bias
Identify a point of view on word choice
Understand the role of subjectivity and perception in media
Understand the reasons why bias might occur in news
Recognize the different ways in which bias can occur in news reporting
Demonstrate an understanding of how bias occurs in news reporting
Write in a given literary form

5. Teaching/Learning Strategies
HOOK
 Begin by writing the word “Bias” on the board and ask students’ to define it.
Connect it to the concept of prejudice.
 Discuss relationship between bias and prejudice, biases can be found even with the
Lesson Plan

1

Sikh Heritage Museum of Canada










use of words one uses.
Refer to the following words:
Egotistical
Scrawny
Proud
Underweight
Confident
Slender
Point out that the first word in each list is negative, the second could be either
positive or negative based on the context and the third is essentially positive.
Lesson Sequence
Students will begin by learning about techniques employed in newspaper articles
that often carry the bias of either the artist or the writer by studying a sample text.
Once they have identified the biases, the students are asked to rewrite the article
to better depict the reality of the time, unbiased.
To accomplish this task, students are first introduced to the techniques used in
newspaper reporting. Teachers are encouraged to work with the class to teach
students how to deconstruct an article together. Individually, students are asked to
rework/rewrite one article textual exaggerations, false statements, and
generalizations made about migrants. Students are asked to provide justification
and evidence to support their decisions.

Assessment
 Provide students two articles on the Komagata Maru depicting two different points
of views.
 Completed News article written free from biases and negative connotation.

7. Inter-curricular connections
Language- Write an editorial letter to a newspaper about the way South Asians are
portrayed in media
Social Studies- Research project- How were the “Hindus” depicted in the media
8. Materials
1. Newspaper article clippings
2. Assessment Rubric
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News Article Rubric
Use this rubric to help you as you write your news article.
Basic Format: 15 points
____ Headline communicates main idea of story (5 points)
____ Has a byline (name of author) (5)
____ Includes date and place (5)
Organization and content : 55 points
____ Hook catches the reader’s attention and makes the reader want to keep on
reading (5)
____ First paragraph following the lead gives the most important information: who,
what, where, when, why, how (11)
____ Rest of article gives sufficient and appropriate information, including lots of
specific details (12)
____ Includes at least 2 relevant quotations (10)
____ Is written in the third person (7)
____ Is easy to read and understand, and uses appropriate and engaging vocabulary
(10)
Format: 30 points
____ Is at least 250 words long (10)
____ Demonstrates correct punctuation: especially no run-on sentences! (7)
____ Capitalization is correct: beginning of sentences, proper nouns (7)
____ Spelling is correct (6)
TOTAL: 100 points

Comments:
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